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Dear friends:

Thereisawide variety
of subjects covered in this
month’s edition of The
District 3 Sate. You can
learn good news about our
region’scrimerate, or read
about anew strikeforce
formed that will develop
ideas to help solve our
traffic problems. There'sa
story about the county’s
domestic violence hotline,
and how it nearly was
disconnected.

Even though there'sa
variety of information, |
believethereisacommon
theme, however: It's about
fixing things when they
first become aproblem,
rather than waiting until it
becomes a huge problem
later.

It reflects my common-
sense, conservative
approach to governing, an
approach that relieson
what works instead of what
is the newest trend.

| hope you enjoy the
material and information
contained in this newslet-
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So what’s going down? Crime in San Diego

The crimerate in San Diego
County dropped five percent
during the last year, continuing
a downward trend that first be-
gan in 1990, according to are-
port issued this month by the
San Diego Association of Gov-
ernments (SANDAG).

From 1999 to 2000, San
Diego’s crime rate dropped to
32.4 crimesper 1,000 popul ation.

“This is tremendous news,”
said County Supervisor Pam
Sater.

“Even as our population has
steadily increased, our crimerate
has decreased just as steadily,”
she said.

Check out
the numbers!
See chart, back page

“It shows that the approach
we' retaking - of emphasizing re-
gional cooperation - isworking.”

Law enforcement officials
pointed out several factors for
thedropinthecrimerate.

They credited the use of tech-
nology, which improves law
enforcement’s ability to deter-
mine what areas to target, and
helps them complete investiga-
tions faster.

The use of gang injunction
restraining orders has helped in
some cities and communities,
officialssaid, andthey also

See Crime Rate on back page ...

Slater, Pfingst keep the county’s domestic
violence hotline from being disconnected

Victimswho call the county’s
Domestic Violence hotline will
still have their calls answered,
thanks to County Supervisor
Pam Slater and District Attorney
Paul Pfingst.

TheBoard of Supervisorshas
approved one-year funding for
the hotline, which is operated by
the San Diego County Young
Women's Christian Association
(YWCA).

Thefederal grant money that
supported the hotline had ex-
pired, and the YWCA faced ei-
ther eliminating the hotline or
making serious cutbakcs in op-
erating hours.

Last year, 16,000 calls were
madeto the hotlinefrom battered

and abused women from every
city and in the unincorporated
area of the county.

“When | read the news that
the hotline was running out of
funds, | immediately knew we
had to find away to keep it oper-
ating,” Slater said. “I’m grateful
that we were able to find other
funds and keep this critical av-
enueof help availableto domes-
ticviolencevictims.”

Added Pfingst: “It isimpera-
tive that battered women have a
placeto gofor help, and the Do-
mestic ViolenceHotlineisacriti-
cal connection for them. The
hotlineis how these women and
their children find shelter and

See Hotline on back page ...

Good influences: District Attorney
Paul Pfingst, left, Supervisor Pam
Sater and San Diego City Attorney
Casey Gwinn have played an influen-
tial role in improving how San Diego
County responds to domestic violence.

Slater and Gwinn recently co-
hosted the Regional Domestic Vio-
lence Summit.

Thestaff of Supervisor Pam Slater
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Internet test lets voters cast
ballot with click of a mouse

Test evaluated the ease,
security, of online voting

San Diego County residents
got apeek at how elections may
be handled in thefutureduring a
recent demonstration of an
Internet-based voting system
conducted by the County
Registrar of Votersoffice.

\otes cast over the system
were tallied before the Nov. 7
presidential election, but they
did not count.

“Our electionsin San Diego
County always have been top-
notch. We want to ensure that
every legitimate voteisproperly
counted,” said Supervisor Pam
Slater. “ Perhaps new technology
can help us do that job better,
and we want to thoroughly
study the possibilities.”

CaliforniaSecretary of State

Bill Jones, who was present at
San Diego’s online voting test,
will review similar demonstra-
tions of the online voting sys-
tem in four counties, including
San Diego.

Thetest allowed votersto try
out the system firsthand, which
wasdeveloped by VoteHere.Net.

Crime rate:

credited the public for being
more aware of how to prevent
crime by using specia lock de-
vices, surveillance equipment
and crimealarms.

During the past fiveyears, the
region’soveral crimeratefell 30
percent. There was a 34 percent
dropintheviolent crimerate, and
a29 percent drop in the property
crimerate.

“Our deputies and prosecu-
torsdeservethanks,” Slater said.

Hotline: Will stay available

begin new lives.”

It costs $120,000 to operate
thehotlinefor ayear, and Sater's
and Pfingst’s proposa will use
$120,000in Proposition 172 rev-
enueto fund the hotline. (Propo-
sition 172 revenue is sales tax
money that is directed specifi-
cally to support law enforce-
ment.)

The hotline was started three
years ago, and it provides help
to women and children fleeing
domestic violence by finding
them a safe environment in an
emerency shelter. Sheriff’sdepu-
ties and police officers also
heavily rely onthehotlinetofind
sheltersfor victims.
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Slater chosen for city panel

that will seek tr

The county’s Third Supervi-
soria District standsout in many
respects—its beautiful beaches,
itsinteresting shops, its spirited
citizens. But there’'s one charac-
teristic that residentswish didn’t
stand out as much: traffic.

Freeway congestion through
the Third District equals some
of the region’s most congested.

“Asyour County Supervisor,
| have been working diligently
to create long-term solutions to
these problems,” said Pam Sater,
who represents the district.

“My approach has been to
emphasi ze consensus instead of
confrontation with other agen-
cies,” she added.

Recognizing that approach,
San Diego Mayor Dick Murphy
has appointed Slater to the San
Diego Freeway Congestion
Strike Team.

affic solutions

The Strike Team’s primary
god isto acceleratefreeway con-
struction projects such as State
Route 56 and to devel op regional
programs to assist in managing
rush hour traffic.

The Strike Teamisco-chaired
by Mayor Dick Murphy and San
Diego City Councilman Brian
Maienschein. In addition to
Slater, membersinclude San Di-
ego City Councilman Scott Pe-
ters, Gary Gallegos, the director
of Digtrict 11, thelocal district of
the California Department of
Transportation (CALTRANS)
and others representatives from
regional agencies.

“The San Diego Freeway
Congestion Strike Team brings
together three of thelargest, most
influential agenciesintheregion
into a problem-solving partner-
ship,” Slater said.

County Supervisor Pam Slater

Digtrict Three

1600 Pecific Highway, Room 335

San Diego, CA. 92101



